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Title Vocabulary.com

Website https://www.vocabulary.com/

Type of product An online adaptive vocabulary learning game and
dictionary

Platform Web-based and iOS and Android

Minimum hardware requirements | Android devices require Android 4.1 or later
iI0S devices require iOS 9.0 or later
Mac requires OS 11.0 or later

Supplementary software None

Price Educator Edition:
The subscription fee for educators is $179 annually
for 25 students

Learner Edition:
The subscription for learners is from free (10
challenge questions daily) to unlimited access for:
e US $59.99 annually
e US $39.99 for 6 months
e US $12.99 a month

Vocabulary acquisition is a dynamic process that involves acquiring and understanding words to
effectively comprehend and communicate language. While children naturally learn many words
indirectly, numerous words require direct instruction. Marzano and Pickering (2005) introduced
the Six-Step Model, which provides a concise process for introducing and reinforcing new words
to students. This model involves steps such as describing words, restating them, and incorporating
visual aids. Additionally, activities, discussions, and games are utilized to engage students and
provide multiple exposures to the new vocabulary. Yet, in recent times, the utilization of
technology has become increasingly influential in the realm of vocabulary acquisition and
learning.

This media review focuses on the website application "*Vocabulary.com™ for learning and teaching
English language vocabulary. The review is presented in three sections: (1) a general description
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of Vocabulary.com, (2) an evaluation of the application based on the criteria provided, and (3)
some general recommendations for language teachers.

General Description

Vocabulary.com is an online platform designed to help learners improve their vocabulary skills.
The website uses adaptive technology to build a model of the user's vocabulary knowledge, and it
uses artificial intelligence to create personalized learning. The more the learner progresses through
the website, the more the words are tailored to a student's individual needs and vocabulary
development.

Vocabulary.com offers a range of tools to engage students in learning new vocabulary. It contains
an extensive word database with over 140,000 words, definitions, and examples. It provides
multiple features for vocabulary learning including: (1) a vocabulary training challenge; (2)
vocabulary lists; (3) spelling practices and quizzes; (4) vocabulary competitions and games; (5) an
online dictionary; and (6) learning progress reports. In addition, the Educator Edition provides
several functions for teachers such as adding classes and assigning word lists. The app is designed
for users from 5™ grade on. Learners can have limited free access to learn 10 words daily; however,
for unlimited vocabulary learning, a purchase is required. Vocabulary.com offers a free 10-day
trial for teachers including all website features.

Account creation starts by clicking the green sign-up button located at the top right corner of the
homepage. Accounts can be created with a Google or Facebook account or by providing email,
username, password, and date of birth. After signing in, users will see the home page. There are
four tool features on the top of the homepage: (1) learn; (2) dictionary; (3) vocabulary lists; and
(4) vocab trainer. Figure 1 shows the homepage features.

/ocabulary.com 83 LEARN £ DICTIONARY = VOCABULARY LISTS %1 VOCABTRAINER

Look up a word, learn it forever.

start typing to look up a word...

= Advanced Search >3 Random Word

dictionary @ @ A better way °
5 )
& improve vocabulary to teach words

Figure 1 The Home Page

The Vocab Trainer is a ten-question-per-round game designed to help learners pronounce and
understand the meaning of words in context. It provides learners with in-depth explanations of
both literal meanings and meanings in context. Learners are required to answer multiple-choice
quiz questions. Once the correct answer is given, the game continues to show the rest of the
questions. The game provides details on the answers after each round. Pronunciations can be
accessed by clicking the "speaker icon.” Learners can add the word to their vocabulary lists for
later review by clicking “Add to List.” Figure 2 shows these details.
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VocabTrainer™ Round 1 @)

Speaker icon for
Super! pronunciation practice

In this question, solid is a noun that means the state in whit
a substance has no tendency to flow.

solid « [=rwswus

A solid, as oppost
Which of the following would most likely be considered a solid? shape to it. It doe

© co into the ak Adding a word to a list

At first glance, solid ap
O water shades of meaning. A soiia friena is aepenaanie. If you give a soila
performance, it was very good, though not quite great. Likewise, if
you achieve a solid win, you win by a large, but not huge, majority. In
O fog a less figurative use, if a piece of chocolate is solid — as opposed to
hollow — it is chocolate throughout.

Q heat

On average, you might encounter some form of the
word solid about once every 127 pages when you read
books and articles.

Figure 2 The Vocab Trainer Challenge

The Online Dictionary, shown in Figure 3, provides definitions and example sentences for each
searched word. Users can choose examples based on their subject of interest and they can add the
word to a personal list or share it on other media platforms (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, email) Word
definitions for all parts of speech and word families are listed to facilitate understanding through
context.

review W= = Think you know review? Test your word knowledge now:

reviews; reviewed; reviewing
) ) review means to:
To review means to look back over something for evaluation

QO unravel
or memory. “The year in review" is a popular form of news
feature near the end of December. O svolve
O critique
If your boss wants to give you a review, she wants to look over the history of O decorate
your job performance. A doctor might review your medical record to help
diagnose your sickness. The review of a book or movie often evaluates the
work in question based on its strong and weak points, sometimes ending with
a recommendation (or a dismissal). Before a big test, you might want to review
("brush up on") your notes. Examples from Books and Articles All sources

next >

They reviewed their vehicles in an exhaustive preflight checkout befare

1.( verb ] look at again; examine again climbing into the sky.
i - Hidden Figures
let's review your situation
. The Court decided to bar claims from federal habeas corpus review if
synonyms: reexamine )
they weren't initially presented to state courts.

See more ~ Just Mercy

2.( verb ) look back upon (a period of time, sequence of events); Post reviews on your prafile, join book conversations in the forums, and

ererer her bmrls i thn b SR ——

Figure 3 The Online Dictionary Search

The Vocabulary Lists feature, illustrated in Figure 4, provides thousands of existing word lists
made by the website creators and other users. Learners can create a new personal list. They can
start the process by clicking a New List icon on the Vocabulary Lists page, the site then takes the
user to another webpage that assists in creating different lists with keywords. A user can create a
list of words by uploading a file (list, article, chapter book, etc.) online or on his/her personal
computer or typing in the words to be listed. Once a list is created, the app takes the user to a new
page to choose task types for vocabulary practicing and learning such as flashcards, games, and
challenges. The types of games offered are in the form of Spelling Bee, Vocab Trainer, and
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Vocabulary Jams. The games are designed to help students practice spelling, usage, and
comprehension. When teachers assign lists for students, they can monitor their progress through
the web.

Learn words with Flashcards and other activities
list

maryam K. (United

icon

Other learning activities

Figure 4 Vocabulary Lists Flashcards and Other Activities
Evaluation

Vocabulary.com utilizes various strategies to enhance vocabulary learning. The website
incorporates adaptive learning, personalization, multiple exposures, contextualization,
gamification, and immediate feedback. The website aims to optimize vocabulary learning and
promote meaningful knowledge acquisition. Therefore, this section focuses on appraising the
application based on three TESOL language and technology standards (Healey et al., 2008), as
well as feasibility and quality factors (Egbert & Shahrokni, 2018) for further explanation.

Criterion 1. The app provides opportunities to use technology-based productivity tools
collaboratively and individually in order to enhance students™ language learning competence
(TESOL Standard 1).

Vocabulary.com provides many opportunities for individual study and collaboration. One of the
most captivating aspects of Vocabulary.com is the Vocabulary Lists section because it contains
gamification elements. It offers an opportunity for learners to create their own lists and share them
with other learners. The gaming and challenges make learning fun and engaging. Both learners
and teachers can create a Vocabulary Jam competition to share with students for collaborative
learning. Providing such opportunities to participate in a variety of engaging activities and games
on Vocabulary.com reinforce vocabulary acquisition and results in the enhancement of language
learning competence.

Criterion 2: The app can be used as a technology-based productivity tools as aids in
comprehension (e.g., translators, electronic dictionaries) (TESOL Standard 1).

Vocabulary.com offers opportunities for contextual learning to aid in comprehension. The online
dictionary provides example sentences, which benefit users' understanding through context.
Additionally, a vast collection of idioms with detailed explanations of their meanings and usage,
as well as examples of how to use them in speaking and writing, is available. This is especially
useful for English language learners who may be unfamiliar with idiomatic expressions and
colloquialisms; the app helps them to understand the figurative meanings of these expressions and
use them correctly in their own writing and speech. Figure 5 shows examples of idioms and their
meanings.
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Learn words with Flashcards and other activities
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h : i
The TOEFL Exam as the crow flies

Idioms and Expressions

Cat got you en take the bull by
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Figure 5 Idioms and Explanation Example

Criterion 3: Teachers can coherently integrate the app into their pedagogical approaches (TESOL
Standard 2).

According to TESOL (2008), "Technology should be incorporated into teaching pedagogy so that
students will not only effectively acquire a second language but will also develop electronic
literacy skills™ (p.15). The website supports teacher use of the Educator Edition inside or outside
of class. Teachers can assign different lists for students to work on individually. Likewise, it
supports instructional differentiation for mixed-ability classes and different disciplinary areas. For
example, different lists assigned to different individuals can result in student learning based on
their individual needs and capabilities. Additionally, if part of a teacher’s pedagogy is supporting
digital literacies in their classroom, Vocabulary.com can assist students in performing basic digital
literacies, as they need to search, navigate, and access online information. Teachers using the
application can assign students different tasks for meaningful vocabulary learning. Figure 6 shows
the teacher’s site for assigning tasks to students.

) 'ic "¢ The Friendship War v Teachers decide the

number of words and

Swg RTe— - Vertently starts a war with her best students.

Teachers decide what

Practice Quiz task to assign.

Figure 6 Teacher's View, Assigning Tasks
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Criterion 4: The app supports feasibility and quality factors (Egbert & Shahrokni, 2018).

Feasibility and quality factors provide a framework for evaluating the app's potential effectiveness
to achieve technology and language goals.

Goal: Vocabulary.com's goal is clear; to improve users’ vocabulary skills and build a stronger
command of the English language.

Appearance: It is very clear, easy to navigate, and user-friendly. The tool features are clearly
labeled. The site is well-organized and intuitive, with clear instructions and helpful features.
The platform also incorporates colorful graphics for the site content and icons. However, the
website lacks visuals such as illustrations to support visual learning.

Appropriateness: As stated in the site’s Help Center, Vocabulary.com is appropriate for
learners from 5" grade and up. Additionally, Vocabulary.com is a safe and secure platform that
is committed to protecting users' privacy and personal information. Further, there are no ads
or links to other websites on Vocabulary.com, which helps ensure a distraction-free learning
experience for users especially younger ages.

Outcomes: The platform's adaptive learning algorithm can be effective in supporting users'
vocabulary knowledge. Vocabulary.com offers a variety of resources and tools that can help
users to continue learning and improving their language skills beyond the platform. However,
the concentration is on reading, writing, and pronunciation. While this can be effective in
building vocabulary knowledge, it may not be as effective in developing other language skills,
such as speaking.

Feedback and Scaffolding: Vocabulary.com provides detailed feedback to users as they learn
new words and complete quizzes; language learning is supported via scaffolding and feedback
(Egbert & Shahrokni, 2018). Users receive immediate feedback on their answers, which helps
to identify areas to improve. Additionally, the platform tracks users' progress over time and
provides performance analytics that can help them to track their progress and adjust learning
habits. The "My Progress" feature displays users™ a count of users’ answers, the time invested
answering, and the words they mastered. The website also provides points and badges after
each round of questions and games. Its ranking system, which awards points and badges, can
motivate users and allow students to monitor their progress (see Figures 7 & 8 for feedback
and awards presentation). While such detailed feedback is provided, the form of feedback is a
passive written description. Providing feedback from native speakers through electronic chat,
along with resources like videos related to learned words, could enhance the value of the
application.

More in-depth
explanation
provided

Figure 7 Detailed Feedback
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Figure 8 My Progress Page
Conclusion

Overall, Vocabulary.com is an excellent resource for students and teachers alike. With its
personalized learning technology, extensive word database, and engaging games and challenges,
it offers a comprehensive and effective way to improve vocabulary skills. The app met most of the
criteria. It can assist teachers to create a class and assign all the activities offered in the learners'
edition to students. It also includes the affordance to monitor individual students’ progress on the
site. While Vocabulary.com can be a valuable tool for building vocabulary knowledge, it should
not be the only resource teachers’ use in a language classroom. Supplementing it with other
resources, such as textbooks, worksheets, and language learning apps can help provide a more
comprehensive learning experience.

Additionally, to facilitate the enhancement of the learning journey on Vocabulary.com, it could be
beneficial for the website designers to consider incorporating visual aids such as pictures,
illustrations, and videos to aid in listening and speaking skills especially that the app is meant for
users starting at a young age. As well, the addition of recording features that facilitate students'
practice and improve their pronunciation skills could further optimize vocabulary learning on the
platform.
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